Aetat. 03.]
Hon. Thomas Erskint.
Macdonald's, where was a young officer \\\ the ny.nnrnul-. of the Scots Royal, who talked with a vivacity, llurmy, .m<l precision so uncommon, that he attracted particular .»th-n-tion. Ho proved to be the Honourable Thomas Kr-,Luu-, youngest brother to the Karl of Buchan, who has simv i i-.ru into such brilliant reputation at the bur in UVstimiHtrt hall'.
Fielding being mentioned, Johnson exclaimed, 'hi* wat .t blockhead3;' and upon my expressing my astonishment .it so strange an assertion, he said, ' What I mean by hi-, bring a blockhead is that he was a barren rascal,' Bu:>\\f fl, ( Will you not allow, Sir, that he draws very natural jtutuir-. of human life?' JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, it is of very I»«*v Mr. Richardson used to say, that had he not known uh«« I-'irKI ing was, he should have believed he \va-> an li«<-,tlri '. Su,
1 Erskinc was born in 1750, entered (he navy in '"''-I. £ 1768, he matriculated at Trinity College, Cambridge, >»» 1 .','''. «•»• to the Bar in 1778, was made a Kind's counsel in 17^5. ami t.»s-f cellor in 1806.    He diwl in iKjj.    (lainjibrll's r »./^. *•/*'•» ., vi   ;'
a Johnson had calltxl Ciuircliill 'abltickhtsul.' Srr »//;/.-, i.4-i-v  ' remarkcfl,' said Miss Rcynnlds, 'ilia! his di-.likc «l k»i»i<»»«- -.r.<Hi prompted him to say much nmtv than that tbr S<"!!*«u' f* »t t«J"» Lh» -.»>! ' Croker's />V.wi''<"//, p, 1^34,    In like tnaniicc (Juld'.uutii t.i!l«-i{ *•{« •«!««- .» blockhead; for Mr. l-'orsicr (/,//<• t>/' (n>l,(\t>iit/i, t, Jf-n \->. i*.. th.uhi. right in saying1 that the author of Trhtfttm .^/i,itt</y »•» tutiu-il -ii »» !!$«• following' piussiijjft! in '/'//<•< V'//V«v/ <•/////• li',»/»/ ( J.rlfn ;-.)«      -J:i J:»(^ land, if a bawdy blrx-khcad thus breaks itt nn the t HUHIUHUSV. !•.»   v? : his whole fraternity in a roar; uur tan lir i"*r»i|w rvrti fl»..i.^;h h»-should fly to nobility for shelter.'   That Juhu-.ua t|»«l i»..( iluuk :>-.. lowly of Fielding's powers in .shown by a injupluitt-Ht ih.it !?.»• |,.»i«! Miss Burney, on one: of the churtictfrs in /•>*•//«,/,    "'Uh. Ms  .^jtnUi. Mr. Smith is the man !" cried he, laughing viMlt-utlv,    " IUn v t's«-I4 ing never drew so good a character !" '    Mntr, I )' Arhl.n -'-« /'/.IM. t :« 3 Richardson wrote of Fielding (t'urtrv, vi, 1^41 :   • four {'trtitui^' I could not help telling his si.ster that 1 wan equally ^uf.mrti .a ,wi concerned for his continued lownrss,    Had ynur tin.thri, >»4«l I, l.rr« born in a stable, or been a runner at a Kj.M,iKji,K,,|,tUr,r, uv «»h..nl»f hitvr thought him a geniu.s, and wished he hud Ii.ui ihr mlv.mi.n.v -I .» li?. eral education, and of being admitterl info K,,c«J r(lm|..m\.'   *«h--f passages show Riftlmrtlwm'a dislike or jVul.»u»y nf I-'ir|.htV     1 1,,,, |lr wrote :-' You guess that I have not raul . W/,*.   In.lrr.I.'l h.n,- tr.,»|
! h that in which he had praised C'ougreve| to
